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Preliminary note: The use of the masculine gender in this text was chosen to enhance readability and 
is not intended to be discriminatory. Masculine gender is used as a neutral gender to refer to both 
women and men or non-binary individuals. 

1. PROGRAMME 
AIM OF THE PROGRAMME 
Through the Prospective Research programme, the Brussels-Capital Region is hoping to fund research 
projects from a dual perspective: to provide a solid regional prospective vision; to build solutions to 
the specific challenges it will face in the years to come. The solutions proposed by the funded projects 
must take into account Brussels' urban complexity as well as the Region's environmental, social and 
economic transition objectives.  

The programme targets researchers in human science as much as researchers in exact or applied 
science. The projects must pay sufficient attention to the development (focusing on politics and/or 
society) of research. 

BENEFICIARIES 
Prospective Research is aimed at researchers from Research institutions, having at least one 
operational headquarters in the Brussels-Capital Region. Article 15 ee1 of the Framework for State aid 
for research and development and innovation (2014/C 198/01) defines research bodies as follows: an 
entity (such as a university or research institute, technology transfer agency, innovation intermediary, 
or a physical or virtual scientific cooperation body, irrespective of its legal status (public or private) or 
way of financing, whose main activities are fundamental or industrial research or experimental 
research, completely independently, and which is responsible for the broad distribution of its results 
through education, publication or transfer of knowledge." The research partners that can use Innoviris 
for this call are research institutions that fit this definition and having at least one operational 
headquarters in the Brussels-Capital Region.  

If the applicant is not a University, University college or Collective research centre, its classification as 
a research Institute must be certified by means of the appropriate "research body classification form" 
(available on the Innoviris website in the Prospective Research tool box : 
https://innoviris.brussels/program/prospective-research ). This form must only be submitted to 
Innoviris once per calendar year. Applicants and/or beneficiaries must inform Innoviris of any change 
to this status. Innoviris also reserves the right to examine the status of any applicant (University, 
University college, collective research centre or other research body) during the admissibility phase if 
there are any doubts regarding its classification as a research body. This may take place by supplying 
the applicant with a "research body classification form", which must be completed in full and returned 
to Innoviris. 

 
1  https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/FR/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:C:2014:198:FULL&from=EN  
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STRUCTURE OF THE PROJECTS 
The project must be carried out by an individual researcher or, preferably, by multiple researchers 
and/or pluridisciplinary2 research groups working together on the project so that the research can be 
conducted in all its facets. If the project is submitted by a consortium of research groups, a promoter-
coordinator must be specified. The promoter of the research unit listed first will be considered the 
coordinator. This person will be responsible for the scientific and administrative management of the 
project. For each project, in addition to the promoter-coordinator, one or more co-promoters may also 
be designated. Each promoter is responsible for supervising the researcher(s). The resources allocated 
to the project must be appropriate for the programme and its objectives.  

GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATIONS 
The personal data collected by Innoviris, the data controller, by means of which this form is for the 
purpose of processing your application for funding (which involves in particular analysis and evaluation 
by Innoviris and an external jury). Their processing is based on the processing necessary for compliance 
with a legal obligation to which the controller is subject and for the performance of a task carried out 
in the public interest or in the exercise of official authority vested in the controller. No data is shared 
with third parties without the prior consent of the data subject or unless a legal obligation obliges 
Innoviris to do so. Innoviris makes every effort to ensure the confidentiality and security of the data 
processed. The retention time shall be that which is necessary to achieve the purposes of the 
processing concerned. If you have any questions or wish to exercise your rights under Articles 15 to 22 
of the DPMR, please contact dpo@innoviris.brussels or consult our "privacy" web page. 

2. PRESENTATION OF THE 2023 CALL FOR PROJECTS 
Innoviris is responsible for the scientific and administrative coordination of the Prospective Research 
programme. This document contains all the information researchers need to submit a project for the 
Prospective Research 2020 call for projects. Applications for this call must be submitted at the latest 
by Thursday, January 12th 2023 at 12 pm (noon) via an electronic version preferably with qualified 
signature3 to funding-request@innoviris.brussels (copied to epottier@innoviris.brussels). If qualified 
signature is not possible, with scanned signature. 

Applications must be prepared using a form available on the Innoviris website in the Prospective 
Research Tool box, and must comply with the directives set out in this regulation. Your application will 
not be considered for evaluation if it does not comply with the regulation.  

PROCESS OF THE CALL FOR PROJECTS 
Prospective Research is a themed call for projects. This means that the proposals put forward may only 
be submitted in response to a concrete call for proposals on defined themes.  

The call for projects is composed of one phase. Following an (admissibility) analysis by Innoviris 
scientific advisers the admissible proposals will be assessed by an external jury of of multidisciplinary 

 
2 "Multidisciplinary" means drawn from different academic fields (e.g., sociology, economics, demography, 
anthropology, etc.) relevant to ensure analysis of the research object in all its facets. 
3 https://economie.fgov.be/fr/themes/line/commerce-electronique/signature-electronique-et 
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ad hoc experts consisting of academic experts, experts in prospective research and representatives of 
Innoviris. 

PRB 2023 THEME: BUILDING THE BRUSSELS REGION OF TOMORROW BEYOND 
THE BARRIERS OF YESTERDAY - OVERCOMING SOCIO-TECHNICAL LOCK-IN 
The summer of 2022 appears to be an obvious turning point at the start of the new school year. The 
quantity and intensity of extreme weather events seem to have confronted large numbers of people 
with the reality of a major crisis, even though it was predicted a long time ago. Awareness is growing, 
and profound changes are necessary. 

And these changes now appear to go well beyond our "consumption habits" in our most basic needs: 
food, housing, travel, care, etc. Many programmes and action plans at every level aim to stimulate and 
accelerate the socio-economic and ecological transition. However, climate change and the 
overstepping of planetary limits continue their threatening progress, the loss of biodiversity, and 
pollution of all kinds continue, desertification and the resulting forced migrations and armed conflicts 
are intensifying, and social inequalities are increasing.  

Our societies are regularly confronted with the impossibility of choosing and transforming due to socio-
technical lock-ins, i.e. situations in which the dissemination of innovation or transformation is slowed 
down, or even made impossible, by the existing socio-technical system.  

What exactly do we mean by socio-technical? These are interactions between:  

On the one hand, a social dimension composed of human stakeholders, endowed with certain 
skills, characterised by projects, interests and expectations.  

On the other hand, a technical dimension, i.e. composed of infrastructures, technologies, and 
machines, as well as procedures, rules, standards4, etc. These techniques are part of the construction 
of our cultures in the broadest sense, describe the physical socio-economic universe in which they are 
required to evolve, and at the other end, how each movement of society, geography, etc. redefines 
the contour of these techniques5.  

Socio-technical arrangements establish an intimate interaction between the role of 
infrastructure and equipment, rights/standards/laws and the groups of stakeholders involved; for 
example, Timothy Mitchell6's work shows how coal-related industrialisation enabled the struggles for 

 
4 Today, rules, law and legislation are imposed in modern states as having effects on human behaviour (in the same way that 
technical objects do). For example, in the United States, the "No Child Left Behind" Act of 2002 set quantified targets for the 
education system, with penalties. "To improve their scores, schools have lowered their assessment standards, and to improve 
their bonuses, teachers have reduced their educational ambitions to cramming, sometimes going so far as to provide students 
with the answers to ensure good results." Cited by: Lacoste, O. (2016). Numbers versus the Law. L'Économie politique, 70, 
78-90. https://doi.org/10.3917/leco.070.0078 (French version)  

5  Akrich, M. (1989). The construction of a socio-technical system. Outline of an anthropology of techniques. Anthropologie 
et Sociétés, 13(2), 31–54. https://doi.org/10.7202/015076ar 
6 Mitchell T. (2013), Carbon Democracy. Political Power in the Age of Oil, Verso Books, 288 p., 2nd Revised edition 2013. 
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political and social rights in the 19th century. Coal, with the need to extract it from the mines and then 
load it onto convoys, etc., as well as the decades-long major dependence of States on this sole energy 
source, gave its producers considerable power over the flow of energy; using the threat of interrupting 
it, unions and mass parties were created, thus conferring important power on the workers to block the 
economy. Everything changed with the oil industry. The author shows how the introduction of fluid 
black gold, which is not very demanding in terms of manpower, with remote, isolated deposits, 
undermined the possibilities of general strikes. At the beginning of the 20th century, in the United 
Kingdom, the Royal Navy adopted this new source of energy which, while making the government 
vulnerable to the power of the oil companies, freed it from the demands of coal miners. The author 
thus highlights the vital contribution of equipment to the stakeholders' ability to act. He also 
demonstrates the possibilities of socio-technical lock-in inherent in these arrangements through the 
choice of raw materials.  

Another example of a socio-technical lock-in and the economic, food-related and geopolitical 
challenges it brings about is that of the Ukrainian railways and the international transport of grain in 
the current context of war. As the world's fourth largest wheat exporter, Ukraine plays a significant 
role in the food security of part of the world. While recent agreements have been reached to export 
some grain via cargo through the port of Odessa, the volumes shipped remain below pre-war levels 
and the transit ports are congested. The use of the Ukrainian railway network was presented as an 
alternative, but it soon faced a major socio-technical lock-in. The countries of the former USSR have a 
track gauge of 1.52 metres instead of the 1.435 metres found in most European countries7. Grain 
shipments through Europe are blocked at the borders as a result. The grain must be unloaded at the 
Ukrainian border with Poland, Romania or Bulgaria and transferred to wagons adapted to European 
rails. This transfer represents a loss of time estimated at two or even four weeks, due to the lack of the 
necessary infrastructure. A socio-technical lock-in is therefore more than just a technical problem. 
Being interested in the links between humans and a technique, technology, infrastructure, equipment, 
etc., does not simply mean being interested in what it is (a railway, for example) or what it means (a 
means of transport, imprinted with the international configurations of the 19th century), but also in 
what it does and in the numerous social, economic, cultural, health, political, environmental and other 
challenges that it involves.  

A final example is one mentioned by many scholars who study the question of control through 
architecture or technical objects and, more generally, that of the mutual influence between technology 
and society. Motorway bridges that were commissioned in the 1920s and 1930s by Robert Moses were 
deliberately designed to prevent the passage of buses so that only cars — and people with the means 
to own them — could access Long Island's leisure spaces. Urban design relying on bridges of this kind 

 
7 https://www.lemonde.fr/international/article/2022/06/07/l-union-europeenne-tente-de-mobiliser-le-rail-
pour-ecouler-le-ble-ukrainien_6129231_3210.html; https://www.lesechos.fr/monde/europe/le-train-assure-
une-part-croissante-des-exportations-de-cereales-ukrainiennes-1783870  
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denied access to important parts of the city, especially to the black American communities using 
buses8.  

PRB2023 requires us to think about our society in terms of the links between technology, nature and 
humanity. The PRB2023 call focuses on the socio-technical lock-ins that affect the development of the 
Brussels-Capital Region, by using all the advantages of a prospective approach.  

What is prospective analysis and what is it not? 

Prospective research is exploratory and allows us to raise awareness of the multiplicity of possible 
futures through the construction of alternative and contrasting scenarios. It is built by calling for 
scientific rigour and imagination. It helps to identify problems, relationships or questions that are 
ignored or deliberately left aside because they are controversial, and to pinpoint possible ruptures, 
uncertainties, etc. that could affect the future. Prospective research is a form of anticipation that 
informs decisions and present actions in light of possible futures. Prospective analysis allows us to 
create new ways of interpreting our socio-economic and environmental worlds in order to influence 
the present and the near future. It is therefore a way to restore room for manoeuvre and move away 
from "path dependency". Prospective analysis requires a systemic analysis, a multidisciplinary 
approach and a participatory dimension, involving different forms of field expertise. 

Science fiction, planning based on current plans, predicting or forecasting the future, and public policy 
evaluation, on the other hand, are not prospective. 

Two alternative prospective approaches can be used:  

1. Research teams can work on current socio-technical lock-ins in the Brussels-Capital Region, 
the way they have been created and the social, economic and environmental issues they raise. 
This information will serve as a basis for a prospective analysis of the possible alternative and 
contrasting futures that are available to overcome the said issues. Moreover, it will be 
necessary to avoid that regional stakeholders find themselves engaged in "obsolete futures" 
due to the direction taken today, which is itself part of the existing lock-ins. Prospective 
research is used to find a wayt out of what Stengers and Pignarre call "infernal alternatives"9. 
These alternatives are a kind of disqualification of the possible; they seem to impose 
themselves on us ineluctably by leading to false choices and constructing false problems, 
thereby reinforcing blockages, leading to cliché utterances such as : "I will explain the 
inexorable constraints to which our action is submitted". These infernal alternatives generally 
leave no other choice than resignation, "we have no choice", "if we want to remain 

 
8  Conversation between Stephan Graham, Albena Yaneva, and Francesco Garutti "Misleading Innocence: Tracing What a 
Bridge Can Do", 2014, Canadian Center for Architecture (CCA): https://www.cca.qc.ca/en/events/52251/can-design-be-
devious-the-story-of-the-robert-moses-bridges-over-the-long-island-parkways-and-other-explorations-of-unexpected-
political-consequences-of-design 
 
9 Pignarre P., Stengers I. (2005), La sorcellerie capitaliste - Pratiques de désenvoûtement, La Découverte. 
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competitive we have to..."; "if we want to feed the planet we have to...", "if we want to 
maintain employment we have to...", "the only solution to get out of the crisis is...".  

2. Prospective research is conducted on a given system to help regional stakeholders identify and 
deal with future socio-technical lock-ins that could profoundly affect the Brussels-Capital 
Region, as a result of our actions and decisions today.  

During a consultation process carried out in the development of this theme, Brussels citizens identified 
a set of fields in which socio-technical lock-ins affect them and in which they would like academic 
researchers to work: energy (given the current crisis), mobility, the environment, global warming, 
urban planning, housing, public services, culture and youth. These fields of application are not 
restrictive. Researchers will be able to introduce research problems on socio-technical lock-ins that are 
relevant to the Brussels-Capital Region and that are part of a prospective approach. 

In conclusion, the PRB 2023 call for proposals calls for prospective research that takes a step back and 
analyses the socio-technical lock-ins that affect the Brussels-Capital Region and the challenges they 
represent for its future development. Prospective research will aim to analyse their possible long-term 
evolutions; to move away from infernal alternatives by designing a set of possible, contrasted and 
complementary futures; to anticipate planned future obsolescences and create a set of other possible 
futures; to allow regional stakeholders to prepare themselves to face a set of possible future lock-ins 
caused by the actions and decisions we take today and that could in the long term lead to the various 
problems mentioned above. Prospective research is intended to feed into the political and civic debate 
and will allow us to face future major social, economic and environmental challenges in Brussels.  

TIMETABLE 

 Submission of complete proposals: Thursday, January 12th 2023 at 12 pm (noon) 
 Assessment: January 2023 – March 2023 
 Decision by the government: July 2023 
 Launch of the projects: Between 1st of September and 1st of November 2023 

ASSESSMENT PROCEDURE 

1. Admissibility analysis 

The analysis of the admissibility of the proposal is carried out by Innoviris. The proposal is considered 
admissible if it meets the following criteria: 

 The identified researcher(s) must hold at least a master diploma at the start of the research; 
 The promotor(s) is/are (an) established professor(s) or established researcher(s) in a Brussels 

research Institution or the Institute's research director(s); 
 The application was submitted before the expiry of the deadline mentioned on the form; 
 The application has been drafted in accordance with the formal requirements (use of the 

correct form, compliance with the requested number of pages, the form is complete, etc.); 
 The applicant(s) must have complied with all the obligations with regard to any previous aid 
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granted by the Region; 
 The project must not have started before the submission of the subsidy application; Moreover, 

if the subsidy is granted by Innoviris, it will start between 1 September and 1 November 2023. 
 The regional development and policy decision-making strategy must be clearly presented;  
 The project must have at least an indirect link with regional competences.  
 The project must be fully in line with the theme of the call 2023 identified by the Region and 

described below. In other words, you cannot simply name the theme as the framework for the 
research; you must formulate a problem statement around the theme and treat it as the 
subject of the research. 

As part of the eligibility review, links to other projects reviewed by Innoviris or other agencies are also 
analysed to avoid any cumulation of funding. 

Depending on the number of projects submitted, and in accordance with article 18 of the decree of 
the Government of the Brussels-Capital Region implementing the order of July 27, 2017 for non-
economic purposes, Innoviris may carry out an initial evaluation of the proposals based on the 
evaluation criteria presented below in point 2 . Only projects that have passed this first evaluation 
stage can be presented before an expert jury. 

2. Evaluation by an external jury of admissible proposals 

Proposals considered admissible will be evaluated by a disciplinary jury composed of academic 
experts and prospecting specialists, as well as representatives of Innoviris. The evaluation will be based 
on the submitted documents (which will be sent to the jury members after signing a confidentiality 
agreement), based on the following evaluation criteria:  

 The feasibility and scientific quality of the project (30%): 
- Is the project original and innovative in relation to the state of the art?  
- Are the research field, theoretical context and research issue clearly defined? Are the 

objectives, research questions clear?  
- Is the work programme developed in a relevant manner? 

 
 - The prospective approach (30%) : 

- The base (10%) : 
- Is the choice of the time horizon identified? 
- Is the preferred type of prospective approach explained and relevant to the 

research issue? 
- Is the method for identifying prospective issues explained? 
- Is the choice of the spatial framework well identified: does the proposal 

contextualize the region with regard to the country, Europe, etc.?  
- Scenarios (10%) : 

- Does the project propose research that can produce several alternative, 
opposing and complementary scenarios?  

- Does the project describe well the method of construction of the scenarios?  
- Does the project address different types of futures. 
- Are the blindspots well identified and are they taken into consideration?   
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- Does the methodology identify the bifurcations, the breaks, the paths leading 
to different types of futures ?  

- Link to regional strategy (10%) : 
- Does the project present a methodology to define the strategic options 

relevant for the Brussels Region?  
 

 The social, economic and/or environmental impact on the Brussels-Capital Region (30%): 
- Do the expected results have the potential to contribute to the social, economic 

and/or environmental development of the Region? Are there any results that could be 
implemented by the Region and the public authorities?  

- Do the results of the project feed the political and citizen debate? Could the results be 
made accessible to the general public (popularisation)?  
 

 Quality of the consortium and appropriateness of the resources envisaged (10%): 
- Do the researchers have the expertise required to carry out this research? Do they 

have sufficient knowledge of the reality of the situation on the ground? 
- Is there sufficient cohesion and complementarity between the partners of the project?  
- is the requested budget in aligned with the project?   

If the jury considers it necessary, Innoviris will organize an interview with the research team to 
complete the evaluation.  

SELECTION OF FINAL PROPOSALS  
The selection of final proposals is made by the Government of the Brussels-Capital Region on the basis 
of the results of the jury evaluation and the analysis of Innoviris. As an indication, for the Prospective 
Research 2021 call, Innoviris received 22 expressions of interest. After the first admissibility analysis, 
25 projects were selected. 8 files were declared inadmissible. The remaining 14 projects were assessed 
by ad hoc multidisciplinary juries. In the end, the jury decided on the selection of 6 projects whose 
total amount corresponded to an available budget of approximately 2,5 million euros.  

For this 2023 call, a budget of 3.820.000 euros has been allocated.  

DURATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF PROJECTS 
The period of development and implementation of the project will cover the whole project, i.e. a 
maximum of three years.  

A mid-term evaluation will be carried out which will determine the continuation of the project (GO/NO 
GO). The continuation will depend on a positive evaluation of work carried out during the first 18-
month phase and on any adjustment of the programme that needs to be made during the additional 
period. This evaluation will be carried out by an ad hoc expert. 

In case of a negative evaluation, the project will be definitively terminated after 18 months. 
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FUNDING AMOUNT 
The financing rate of the Brussels Capital Region is 100% of the total budget. 

The subsidy covers the entire project, i.e. three years of research. 

The subsidy covers the salary of the researcher(s), instrument and equipment costs, the “other 
operating costs”, subcontracting and overhead costs. For detailed "Eligible Costs", we refer to the 
document “GENERAL ACCOUNTING DIRECTIVES 2021”, available via this link: 
https://innoviris.brussels/documents/general-accounting-directives-2021. 

There is no maximum amount with regard to the operating and personnel costs that can be requested 
for a project. There is a funding ceiling for all the projects in this call. A project's score (based on the 
above-mentioned criteria), its ranking amongst all the projects and the available budget will determine 
whether or not the project is funded. The requested budget must correspond to the workload. 

3. FOLLOW-UP OF SELECTED PROJECTS 

For the selected projects, the promotor-coordinator will ensure that the various stages of the launch 
and follow-up of the project are respected. This is necessary for the successful progress of the 
programme. Innoviris will provide the financial and scientific follow-up of the projects based on the 
documents provided by the coordinator. In this respect, the documents submitted to Innoviris for the 
project follow-up are very important elements that must be completed correctly. They make it possible 
to assess the quality of the work carried out and provide a better follow up of the project.  

For financial monitoring, the modalities for the introduction of reports will be defined in the 
agreement.  

For the scientific follow-up, the activity reports, reports by the follow-up committees and a final report 
will be submitted to Innoviris and at the times specified below, which are included in the subsidy 
agreement. Templates will be provided to the project teams for this purpose. The consortia should 
also ensure that projects will be represented at Prospective Research events during their cycle : kick-
off, the final event at the Brussels Parliament, etc. 

Once the project is completed, the policy brief must be drafted and contain the main results and 
recommendations of the project; Innoviris will distribute this to political stakeholders and it may be 
discussed at the Brussels Parliament. The publication of the research in Brussels Studies is strongly 
encouraged.  

After nine months  

Innoviris will hold a follow-up committee after the first nine months. This follow-up committee will 
assess the progress made in the project: a verbal presentation will demonstrate the following 
elements: 

 General project information; 
 First research milestones (in relation to the original work programme); 
 Possible changes to the program; 
 Prospects/applications for the Region. 
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After 18 months: mid-term evaluation 

After 18 months, the continuation of the project is subject to a positive evaluation of work carried out 
during the first 18-month phase and of any adjustments to the programme that need to be made 
during the additional period. This evaluation will be carried out by an ad hoc expert. 

A written report has to contain the following elements 

 a non-confidential summary of the project (maximum 20 lines); 
 a report on the activities and results achieved in the last 18 months of the project 

in comparison with the initial work programme, and a possible update of the 
programme for the third year of the project; 

 a short description of the steps undertaken and the results obtained to valorise 
the results of the project; 

 a short description of the prospects and potential applications for the Region; 

In case of a negative evaluation, the project will be terminated definitively. 

After 27 months:  

After 27 months a follow-up committee will be held with Innoviris. This follow-up committee will 
report on the progress made by the project: an oral presentation has to contain the following 
information: 

 a detailed account of the progress of the project and the results obtained in the 
last nine months, compared with the initial work programme, and a possible 
update of the programme for the third year of the project; 

 a short description of the steps undertaken and the results obtained to valorise 
the results of the project; 

 a short description of the prospects and potential applications for the Region; 
 a closure and valorisation plan for the final period. 

At 36 months:  

The final research report and the Policy Brief. 

After 72 months: 

The report will contain an analysis of the social, economic and environmental impact on the Brussels 
Capital Region: 

- Did the results contribute to the social, economic and/or environmental development of the 
region? 

- Were the results applied by the Region and public authorities?  
- Did the results of the project contribute to the political and social debate?  
- Were the results made accessible to the general public (popularisation)? 
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4. FORMS AND INFORMATION 

The application form can be found on this link: https://innoviris.brussels/program/prospective-
research . 

For further information, please contact:  

Emmanuelle Pottier: epottier@innoviris.brussels. Tel: 02 600 50 14.  


