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How science promotion can help us respond to society's current challenges
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INTRODUGTION

During the 9th meeting of the
Brussels-based science
promtotion network organised
by Innoviris (the public funding
administration for research and
INnNnovation in the Brussels-Capital
Region), we invited our science
promotion actors to explore the
link between science and soclety

METHODOLOGY

During the run-up to the meeting,
the "Science Promotion" and "Policy
& Impact" cells at Innoviris identified
three current sub-topics for debate,
taking into account the content of
the STEM CALL 2022, the target

audience of the meeting and policy-

relevant literature.

On the day of the meeting, the 34
actors divided themselves up into
four thematic round tables. Each
round table was accompanied by
one or two moderators from
Innoviris guarding the objective
and the framework of the round
table and making sure every actor
and every opinion was represented
during the course of discussions.
The discussions followed a set
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BESU I_TS Y focus on what they want to hear and shut
themselves off from what they do not wish to
hear, but also seek out new hypotheses

The main results of the THREATS OPPORTUNITIES themselves. A critical mindset protects
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Identified for science in society.
The strengths and weaknesses
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science promotion can play in

The production of scientific knowledge and the way it is applied are two distinct issues. Policy
choices influence certain scientific orientations.

Science denial and resistance to science can have important societal consequences.

An overreliance 1) on (self-proclaimed) experts, 2) on scientific advances, or 3) on the
digital world can also be dangerous.

The social media are contributing towards the spread of science fiction, fake news,
propaganda, etc. Young people claim not to trust “the media," yet they spend a lot of time
engaging with them and are influenced hy them.

The public has a fairly positive view of scientists (intelligent, trustworthy, cooperative and
honest).

Young people are still optimistic and hopeful and consider themselves capable of changing the
future for the better.

Young people are open to scientific arguments and have not turned their hacks upon science.
Young people have confidence in their teachers and in scientists. An emotional bond in the form
of a human connection increases trust among young people.

Despite presenting a number of pitfalls, the social media also offer opportunities in the area of

600D PRAGTIGES

What role can science promotion actors how play
with regard to these challenges ? Based on the
discussions, the actors arrived at the following list
of good practices.

In general:

Science promotion actors can take actions to
restore the credibility of scientists and ensure
that citizens value science.

communication, ‘science’ should not exist
separately from ‘society’ and there should be
room for ethics and for ideological debate.
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psychology and neuroscience (regarding cognitive hias, epistemic cognition, social identity,
motivated reasoning, emotions) to show why people are susceptible to misunderstanding,
resistance and doubt with regard to scientific knowledge. Insights from journalism can be used
in turn to demonstrate the importance of using multiple sources, creating new hypotheses and
testing them out.




